
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

Week 15. Things are beginning to ease, and you may have heard the government 
announcing things about churches this week. We are paying close attention to the 
guidance and advice that is coming from both the Methodist Church and the United 
Reformed Church. It is still early days – and the figures comparing the daily statistics 
across several countries, still put the UK as having the worst figures by a clear margin. 
Though I think the best way to restart is when we can also sing and go to the hall 
downstairs for a party! 
 

But we are going to have the building open for private prayer for two hours on 
Wednesdays from 1st July - see the separate notice, but we will closely monitor how 
this is going. 
 

We would still like some feedback about zoom – zoom is free to use and can be 
downloaded on to any smart phone, tablet or computer. Would you like to meet up 
on zoom? 
 

Keep well, Keep safe, 

Richard 
 
 

Morning Worship Sunday 28th June at 10.30 am 
Available on Trinity’s Facebook page and YouTube channel (search trinity Church 
Leek) 
 

Circuit Pray together at home: daily at 9pm 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TRINITY CONTACTS:  
Tel: 015383 398483 (church office)       Email: trinitychurchleek@uwclub.net 
Website: http://trinitychurchleekurc.org.uk/ 
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/URCMethodist  
YouTube: Trinity Church Leek 

Trinity Church  

Sunday 28th June 2020 

 

CIRCUIT CONTACTS: 
CIRCUIT WEBSITE: https://staffmoorlandsmethodists.org.uk/ 
CIRCUIT FACEBOOK: https://en- gb.facebook.com/staffmoorlandsmethodists/ 
CIRCUIT OFFICE: 01538 723666 EMAIL: admin@staffmoorlandsmethodist.org.uk 
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Lectionary Readings 
Sunday 28th June 2020 

Genesis 22: 1 – 14 
Psalm 13 

Romans 6: 12 – 23 
Matthew 10: 40 – 42 

 

A Reflection based on: Matthew 10: 40 - 42 
 

What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning? I must admit, sometimes it’s a 
struggle. Perhaps more so in the winter when it is still quite dark when the alarm goes 
off, and it is much warmer under the duvet than in the bed room. But there was never 
a problem when I had to catch a train at 7 am to be in Birmingham for a meeting. 
When there was a reason, there was no problem. 
 

Similarly with those of you who drive – what keeps you in the speed limit? That is a 
huge assumption – but the rules of the road are designed to keep all its users safe. 
And the threats of a fine or worse are designed to keep us mindful of those rules. 
 

But what about the bigger picture? What motivates you to follow Jesus? 
 

I have mentioned on more than one occasion how disturbed I can feel hearing town 
centre preachers who rant against people, and just seem to keep telling them how 
bad they are. I heard one preacher ask the unbothered people who walked by where 
they would spend eternity. When people ae facing the daily struggles life can bring – 
whether that is life’s bitter disappointments, struggles as a parent, coping with an 
impending death, financial worries, job insecurities, whatever it is, I am quite sure 
eternity is the last thing on anyone’s mind. (Jesus is also recorded as saying “So do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today.” see Matthew 6:33-34) 
 

I remember talking to a recently bereaved person who said after seeing the deceased 
that it was hard to believe in life after death, but that they followed Jesus, and did the 
things they did, because they believed it to be the right thing. I suspect their 
motivation was based on that compassion, justice and inclusivity that is so evident in 
the life of Jesus. 
 

Taking these verses from Matthew’s Gospel as they stand also leaves me a bit 
disturbed. It seems to be inviting faith by offering rewards – this seems to be on a par 
with those parent who threaten to withhold pudding until certain green vegetables 
are eaten!  Rewards can work well as a tool sometimes, but is that the case for faith? 
 

Again, I was disturbed after being invited to take part in a panel who were quizzed 
about faith. One man in the audience stood up, waved his Bible about and started 



saying how he had got a better job, better house, etc etc because he was now 
following Jesus. There has been that whole ‘prosperity gospel’ that started in the USA; 
and “blessing” was interpreted as “money”. These I think are mis-readings of the 
texts. 
 

I wonder whether the context more helpful with this passage. This is still part of Jesus’ 
long discourse as he prepares the disciples to go off on their own and carry on Jesus’ 
own work. This comes as the twelve are sent out and there has been discussions on 
fear, persecutions, swords, rejection and then comes these verses. 
 

Perhaps Jesus is aware that much of what he says could be interpreted as negative – 
the discussion about persecution is far longer than these few verses where rewards 
are mentioned and there is the hope of people discovering God in the other – for 
whoever welcomes these disciples are welcoming Jesus. I’m sure the negativity would 
be enough to make some of that group change their minds about following Jesus; so 
here he reminds them that there will be those who will listen, who will receive them 
as of from God and they will be treated as God’s people. 
 

Jesus does seem to be suggesting that the greatest sign of God’s people is that 
openness to the other being from God; for in reality these disciples are the other 
being sent out to meet the people, and share the good news of Jesus. And when 
people are open to the other, Jesus sees them as God’s people – for the “reward” is 
surely the grace that God offers, not a prize for appearing as faithful; so in other 
words, this “reward” is that you are then part of God’s people – perhaps we should 
read this in the light of the sheep and the goats, see Matthew 25: 31 – 46, where the 
people welcomed into the kingdom are those who did the ‘right’ things by feeding the 
hungry, offering drink to the thirsty, welcoming a stranger, clothing the naked, taking 
care of the sick, visiting the prisoners, not those who upheld rules and laws and a 
temple cult that separated the people from the God who chose to walk among them 
in Jesus. 
 

So what does motivate you to follow Jesus? 
 

Lord Jesus, help me to follow you. Amen. 

 
----------- 

 

PRAYER AND REFLECTION FROM WEDNESDAY 1ST JULY 
 

We cannot open yet for coffee, but all are welcome for 
private prayer & reflection on Wednesday mornings from 

10 am to 12 noon, starting from  
Wednesday 1st July 



Circuit Reflections available on your phone 
01782 980 180 

 

If you haven’t been able to access the circuit reflections written by our 
ministers and local preachers that have been posted online, it is now 
possible to listen to them on your phone. No computer necessary.  
Each week a recording of one of the reflections can be listened to by calling 01782 980 180. 
This is a Stoke on Trent number and will cost the same as ringing any 01782 number. The 
reflections are normally 10-12 minutes long. A new reflection will be available every Thursday 
and be available until the following Tuesday. 
 

Prayer List for Sunday 28th June 2020 
 

Those who need prayer for sickness or other reasons 
Angela Bates, Sara Best, Eric Birch, Jill Ellis, Lynne Dennis, Grace Hambleton, Frances 
Earl, Heather and Dennis Bates, Josh, Ivan, Lyn Kirkham & family, The Rev Julie 

Hassall, Jane Fulbrook, Audrey Pointon, Christine Redfearn,  Alison Roberts and Millie and 
family.  We also pray for all those who care for the above. 
 

We send our love to Philip and Suzanne Mann after the death of Phil’s mother after a short 
illness. We remember the whole family at this time. 
 

Betty Ward sends many thanks to the Church and Members for the good 
wishes and flowers she received on her birthday.  Thanks to all who called with 
flowers and or phoned with greetings  - you made her day very special. 
 

Please continue to support the FOODBANK 
The Foodbank is needed more than ever in these difficult 
times. Donations can be left in some supermarket baskets in 
Leek or taken to the Gateway Church, 34 West Street, Leek, 
Staffordshire, ST13 8AA.  They are open 10 am to midday on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. Alternatively, if you would like to make a donation, cheques 
can be sent to Trinity Church.  Please make cheques out to Leek and District Food 
Bank.  

 
In these tough times, anyone wishing to donate food parcels to ASHA 
can leave them at Maureen Whiskin’s for collection. If you cannot get 
out Maureen can arrange for collection and forwarding. 

Alternatively, donations by Cheque or BAC’s are welcome. 
Cheques should be made payable to ASHA North Staffordshire or contact the church 
office.  
 

By continuing to donate to Asha, we can show that asylum seekers may be out of 
sight, but they are not out of mind 

 

 


